ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Several government initiatives have been implemented to foster Malaysia towards becoming one of the developed nation in the world. Rural areas are not neglected in national efforts on planning and development of such initiatives. Equal developments between urban and rural areas are indispensable in national development programme. Rural libraries have been part of government initiatives in promoting community development through increasing the quality of social and economy of rural communities in Malaysia. Albeit the initiatives, the aim is to provide the rural communities with learning centres, information services and readily information together with comprehensive and complete recreational facilities in order to improve literacy rate (Muhammad 2004) . Furthermore, Malaysian government intends to reduce the gap between rural and urban communities particularly in information acquisition. Elaborating the importance of rural library to the users and community development, it is said that rural libraries should continuously provide access to the information and knowledge (Goulding 2008) . Report by the National Library of Malaysia (NLM) indicated that there were about RM30 million (USD 10 million) of operating budget spent annually for 475 rural libraries in strengthening the library ICT infrastructure and facilities. This shows that the government is really committed in sustaining the quality of life of the rural areas (NLM 2015) . As of June 2015, the number of rural libraries under the jurisdiction of NLM has rapidly increased to a total of 501. There are 5,345,674 copies of accumulative collection in the rural libraries and a total of 596,734 of ICT usage have been recorded (NLM 2015) as shown in Table 1 . Rural libraries which are equipped with ICT facilities and services (inclusive of Internet) act as agents in community development by creating activities that positively impact the economy and social life of rural communities (Bashir et al. 2011; Samah et al. 2011) . The use of ICT could give impact on the growth and advancement of a society such as in economy, education, communication and mobility which could promote opportunities for positive development (Thioune 2003) . As such, rural libraries have the same effect of telecentres, and to what extent the rural communities, especially the youth have fully utilized the facilities and services provided needs investigation.
However, Elbert and Alston (2005) reported that youth in rural areas often have less accessibility to technology assets than their counterpart in the urban, therefore this affects them in educational growth, job opportunities and skill development. As a result, delinquent behaviours among rural youth were on the rise (Caldwell and Smith 2006) . Positive Youth Development (PYD) has provided a broad and balanced view of youth development by providing a paradigm shift that moves away the prevailing focus of maladaptive behaviour amongst adolescence (Cowen 2000; Damon 2004; Brown 2005) . PYD that was introduced by Lerner et al. (2005) emphasizes on positive vibes among the youth. According to Malaysian Youth Council, youth are those in age ranged between 15 to 40 years old. In line with Act 668 Youth Societies and Youth Development Act (2007), they are the key players in development of a country (KBS 2007) . In accordance to that, for social and economy growth, appropriate infrastructures for youth could be a contributing factor for rural youth development. In Malaysian context, most of youth feel that they can make a little change at the community level, while only few of them feel the opposites. This is evident in a survey conducted by The Asia Foundation on 2012 which has reported the sense of empowerment amongst rural youth was particularly strong (48%) compared to urban youth (37%) (The Asia Foundation 2012).
This paper reports on the role of ICT that could facilitate the development of youth towards more positive lifestyle. This study was conducted to ascertain the ICT usage amongst youth in rural libraries towards their PYD. PYD is a strength-based and resource-focused approach, which emphasizes explicit definitions of positive outcomes, and embraces an optimistic view of youth (Roth and Brooks-Gunn 2003; Damon 2004) . PYD is a concept about involvement of young people in community services, systems and activities. The main goal of PYD approach is to help young people in acquiring knowledge and developing their skills towards healthy, happy, responsible, and productive adults they need to become (Bean, Winzeler and Baber 2005) . Limited studies were reported on PYD and its relation to the gratification of ICT usage. Therefore, the roles of ICT in shaping the development of youth in rural areas particularly through the rural advancement initiative provided by rural libraries is interesting to be investigated. Apart from the general Internet usage survey as reported by the Malaysian Communication and Multimedia Commission (MCMC 2016) , there has been lack of empirical evidence in terms of utilization of ICT services in rural libraries in Malaysia as reported in previous literature (Norshila, Masitah and Wan Nor Haliza 2011; Samah et al. 2011; Omar et al. 2012; Mazuki et al.2014; Omar et al. 2014; Samsuddin et al. 2015; Zaremohzzabieh et al. 2015; Omar et al. 2016 ).
The objective of this paper is to investigate the associations between ICT facilities factors as well as behavioural factors, and PYD through the mediating effect of gratification of ICT usage among youth in rural libraries of Malaysia. There are 5C's which were initially introduced (competence, connection, character, confidence, and caring) but an additional element which is 'contribution' was suggested later by Bers (2006) that made up a final of six 'C's elements. It is of interest to determine the significance of gratification of ICT usage towards PYD based on of 6Cs' dimensions (competence, connection, character, confidence, caring and contribution). This study also attempted to discover whether ICT usage can increase the 6Cs'dimensions of PYD among rural youth and reflect into their actions to avoid negative activities such as drug abuse, alcohol consumption and teenage pregnancy as suggested by Lerner (2004) . The following research questions were put forward to conduct the investigation: a) What is the relationship between ICT factors and behavioural factors on gratification of ICT usage? b) What is the relationship between gratifications of ICT usage on PYD? c) What is the relationship between ICT factors and behavioural factors on 6C's dimension of PYD? d) What is the relationship between ICT factors and behavioural factors on 6C's dimension of PYD mediated by gratification of ICT usage?
RESEARCH FRAMEWORK
This research was designed based on several ICT usage theories/models toward rural youth development. Theory of Planned Behaviour (TPB) and Extended Technology Acceptance Model (ETAM) were used as guidelines in measuring factors of the ICT usage in rural library services. TPB by Ajzen (1991) is the most suitable model in explaining human behaviour regarding their needs. ETAM is adapted to overcome gaps and strengthen the TPB theory with some of the variables were considered significant in explaining behaviour towards ICT and development. ETAM is a job related study that been used by in previous studies such as in Hu, Clark and Ma (2003) that examined how people accept technologies in their job scope. The approach of using this theory assumes that rural library users' use of ICT services is purposive and they seek information or doing task to satisfy their needs (Katz, Blumler and Gurevitch 1974) . In providing practical solutions to rural library administrators, the current study examined ICT use in rural libraries through behavioural measurements, assuming that when someone forms an intention to act, he will be free to act without limitation.
Behavioural factor is an important factor to be studied because it provide deeper understanding what really need to be seen on individual in strengthening their Internet use. Previous studies have found there is a significant relationship between actual usage and intention behaviour (Davis, Bagozzi and Warshaw 1989; Ajzen 1991; Eagly and Chaiken 1993; Hu, Clark and Ma 2003; Venkatesh et al. 2003) .
Although Joorabchi, Hassan and Osman (2013) have conducted a study on Internet use and PYD with gratifications of Internet usage as mediator, their study only used selected dimensions of PYD as dependent variables and several constructs (e.g. purposes, attitudes, Internet skill, problems and patterns of Internet) as independent variables. This study has hypothesized behaviour factor as well as ICT factor as significantly related with overall important outcomes of PYD namely competence, connection, character, confidence, caring and contribution. To date, no study has reported to investigate the direct and indirect effect of behaviour factor and ICT factor towards PYD. This study aimed to delineate direct and indirect relationship between ICT factor as well as specific behaviour factor and PYD by highlighting the mediating role of gratification of ICT usage.
Positive Youth Development (PYD)
Previous studies on youth focuses on their negative behaviours such as teenage pregnancy, drug misuse, and crimes (Brown 2005; Theokas et al. 2005 ) rather than its positive counterpart (Moore et al. 2004; Lerner et al. 2005; Klein et al. 2006) . PYD has contributed a broad and balanced view of development, by providing a paradigm shift from the prevailing focus on maladaptive outcomes in adolescence (Brown 2005; Damon 2004 and Cowen 2000) . Therefore, PYD that was introduced by Lerner et al. (2005) emphasizes on the positive vibes among the youth. According to Lerner et al. (2005) , PYD suggests that if people beneficially engage with people and institutions in their social world, they will be in the right path for the positive future in contributing to themselves, their family, community, and civil society. PYD as dependent variable in this study was an outcome of gratification in using ICT at rural libraries among youth in Malaysia. The working definitions of the PYD 6C's in the context of rural libraries were opportunities and contributions, derived along the rural library usage which also able to develop sense of caring for others especially among rural youth. The rural libraries create an approach where policies and programmes are directed at providing supports to rural youth as they build their capacities and strengths to meet their personal and social needs in terms of competencies. Besides that, it does create the same experiences and practices that adults use to do in fulfilling their healthy development in aspects of connections and supports.
Gratifications of ICT Usage
Gratifications of ICT usage in this study was derived from Uses and Gratification Theory to explore why and how people use media to fulfil their needs and motives (Rubin 1984) . A number of studies were reported on the effectiveness of ICT in benefiting socio-economic aspects in various community such as farmers , fisherman , Bolong et al. 2013 , village leaders ) entrepreneurs , rural community (Hassan et al. 2008) , school students (Ismail, Ahmad and Affandy 2013) and teachers (Kumar, Rose and D'Silva 2009) . Nonetheless, there were lack of study related to ICT usage among rural youth were conducted.
Behavioural Factor
Behaviour factor is a positive or negative evaluation that youth experienced in various aspects of ICT usage in rural library. It is suggested that behaviour factor has a multidimensional nature in this study to overcome each theory or model gap. In providing practical solutions to rural library administrators, the current study examined ICT usage in rural libraries through behavioural measures adapted from TPB such as Attitude, Subjective Norm and Perceived Behaviour Control (Ajzen 1991 ) and several variables from ETAM which include Perceived Ease of Use and Perceived of Usefulness and Self-efficacy, adapted from Hu, Clark and Ma (2003) .
ICT Factors
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Research Hypotheses
Based on the above discussions, a research framework (shown in Figure 1 ) was developed, and the following seven hypotheses were established: H1: There is a significant relationship between ICT factors and gratification of ICT usage. H2: There is a significant relationship between behavioural factors and gratification of ICT usage. H3: There is a significant relationship between gratifications of ICT usage and PYD. H4: There is a significant relationship between ICT factors and 6C's dimension of PYD. H5: There is a significant relationship between behavioural factors and 6C's dimension of PYD. H6: There is a significant relationship between ICT factors and 6C's dimension of PYD, mediated by gratification of ICT usage. H7: There is a significant relationship between behavioural factors and 6C's dimension of PYD, mediated by gratification of ICT usage. 
RESEARCH METHOD
In conducting this study, a quantitative approach was employed by means of a survey. There were 30 items used to measure gratification of ICT usage. Another 30 items were used to measure PYD dimensions that was adapted from several studies Samsuddin et al. 2016) . These items were translated to the Malay language and five point Likert Scale option ranging from 1 = strongly disagree to 5 = strongly agree were used to gather the data as shown in the survey instrument (Appendix 1). Structural equation modelling (SEM) was employed using a maximum likelihood methods of AMOS version 21 to examine the research framework. SEM were used in the analysis to measure individual constructs, the measurement model, and the structural model, in examining the direct and indirect relationships among constructs within selected combination of theories. The first step in data preparation in SEM for this study was by conducting Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA); while the second step in the measurement model examines the relationship between the observed variables and the latent variables of the model.
Validity and Reliability
The convergent validity of the constructs was evaluated by assessing the adequacy of factor loadings of items on the respective latent construct. The factor loading value should be more than 0.5 (Byrne 2010; Hair et al. 2010) ; Average Variance Extracted (AVE) value should be more than 0.5 (Fornell and Larcker 1981) ; and the level of Composite Reliability (CR) should be above 0.7 (Hair et al. 2010 and Kline 2011) ; as illustrated in Table 2 . The results indicated all items exhibited high factor loadings ranged from 0.62 to 0.95. The AVE value of all constructs ranged from 0.511 to 0 .697 which exceeded the minimum criterion of 0.5. With respect to construct reliability, values for all constructs ranged from 0.837 to 0.931, above the suggested threshold of 0.7, revealing the adequate internal consistency among items in each scale. Therefore, the convergent validity of all constructs was justified.
Discriminant validity refers to the extent in which a construct is truly distinct from other constructs (Hair et al. 2010) . Problems occur when observed variables in each construct correlate more highly with variables outside their parent factors or when latent variable is better explained by some other observed variable. In this study the discriminant validity was examined by two methods of test to determine that the two constructs are not measuring the same thing: (a) All correlation coefficient between two constructs indicates lower than .90 and thus meet the discriminant validity (Fornell and Larcker 1981; Hair et al. 2010) ; and (b) results showed the value of square root of AVE for all latent constructs were higher than the correlation coefficient between the focal construct and other constructs. Therefore, the results established the discriminant validity of the constructs. This is shown in Appendix 2. 
Model Fitness of Measurement Model and Structural Model
As suggested by Hair et al. (2010) , 3 to 4 fit indices were used in order to provide adequate evidence of model fit. As shown in Table 3 , the goodness of fit indices suggests a good fit of the overall measurement model of the data after eliminated some of the items. The results showed that the Comparative Fit Index (CFI) and Incremental Fit Index (IFI) were well above the acceptable level of 0.9, and the value of relative chi-square was well below 5 which are indicative of an acceptable fit between hypothetical model and the collected data (Marsh and Hocevar 1985; Bentler 1990 ). In addition, the value of Root Mean Square Error of Approximation (RMSEA) was 0.046 which is unequivocal evidence of close fit. The structural model analysis was used to conduct the path analysis and test the hypothesis of the study.
The results of assessing the structural model fits indicated that the data fit the model. It shows that the fit indices such as IFI were above 0.90 the level of acceptability or recommended value (Bentler 1990; Hatcher 1994) ; CFI (0.900) and Tucker-Lewis Index (0.892) were very close to acceptable criterion above 0.90; related chi-square (χ²/df) was well below the cut off value of 5 which is an indicative of an acceptable fit between hypothetical model. The collected data and the RMSEA was 0.046 which is unequivocal evidence of close fit both below 0.08 (Byrne 2010) and 0.05 (Hu and Bentler 1999) . 
RESULTS

Demographics Information
Of the 400 rural library users sampled, more than half of the respondents (57.8%) have had completed at least their secondary education. With respect to the employment status, more than two-third (66.5%) of the respondents were unemployed (students and housewives), and 33.5 percent of the respondents were employed. In terms of visiting frequency, 38.2 percent of the respondents visits the library two to five times a month, and some visit more than six times a month (38.2%). About 34.3 percent earned approximately RM2001 and above per month, 22.5 percent were categorized receiving household income between RM1501 to RM2000, 31.3 percent were at RM801 to RM1500, and 12 percent of the respondents make less than RM800. Therefore, the average mean of household income was RM2301.87 monthly.
Hypothesis Testing
The maximum likelihood estimation technique was used to estimate the model. The results of the hypothesized path analysis of the structural model are presented in Table 4 . Note. ICT=ICT Factor, AT=Attitude, PU=Perceived usefulness, PEOU=Perceived ease of use, SN=Subjective norm, PBC=Perceived behaviour control, SE=Self efficacy, GIU=Gratification ICT Usage. P value: ** = < .01; * = < .05 b) H2: There is a significant relationship between behavioural factors and gratification of ICT usage
There is a significant relationship between behavioural factors which are attitude (AT) (β = .347, p = .021), and subjective norm (SN) (β = .263, p = .006) and gratification of ICT usage.
Therefore, based on the structural model, H1 was not supported, while H2 was partially supported with two factors which are AT and SN. Thus, 34 percent AT towards ICT usage relates to gratification of ICT usage with a positive effects. While 26 percent of SN related to gratification of ICT usage with a positive effects. The findings suggest as the level of attitude towards ICT usage increases, the level of gratification of ICT usage would also increase. This is in line with Omar et al. (2012) who reported attitude plays an important role in creating a better usage of rural library services. Shiro (2008) also mentioned rural community have a positive attitude towards government projects and programmes such as ICT facilities provision as shown in a higher level of usage on services provided. As the level of subjective norm increases, the level of gratification of ICT usage would also increase. A positive level of subjective norm among the rural community encourages the usage of ICT services among rural youth as provided in the rural library that later gratify their needs. In other words, subjective norm which is also categorized as community characteristics can influence the local services such as ICT services in rural library to be fully utilized and sustain by the community itself (Samah et al. 2013 ).
c) H3: There is a significant relationship between gratification of ICT usage and PYD
The results in Table 5 revealed that gratification of ICT usage has no significant relationship with any of 6C's dimensions of PYD: competence (β = .085, p = .332), connection (β = .032, p = .707), character (β = -.002, p = .982), confidence (β = -.023, p = .835), caring (β = .068, p = .548), and contribution (β = .084, p = .392). Hence, H3 was not supported by the results of SEM analysis.
The finding refutes the study by Joorabchi, Hassan and Osman (2013) who reported a significant result on five PYD dimensions (Competence, Connection, Character, Confidence, and Caring)
Gratification of ICT usage did not contribute to any of the 6C's dimensions of PYD among rural youth community which leads to their positive development. This suggests that the respondents did not solely depend on ICT factors probably due to persistently practicing conventional life style. ICT is probably used as an alternative facility to develop new skills and support their daily information tasks but it is not mandatory compared to their counterpart in urban area who often reported on ICT (smartphones and gadgets) dependency. Table 5 shows the results of gratification of ICT usage as a direct path and mediating effects between ICT factors and behavioural factors (attitude, perceived usefulness, perceived ease of use, subjective norm, perceived behaviour control, and self-efficacy) on 6C's dimension of PYD (Competence, Connection, Character, Confidence, Caring and Contribution). There is a significant relationship between SE and competence (β = 1.281, p = .000). Therefore, based on the structural model the H5a was supported only on one factor which is self-efficacy.
H5b: There is a significant relationship between behavioural factors on Connection.
The is a significant relationship between AT (β = -.301, p = .047), PBC (β = .307, p = .002), and SE (β = 1.206, p = .000) and connection. H5b was supported only by three behavioural factors (AT, PBC, and SE).
H5c: There is a significant relationship between behavioural factors on Character.
There is a significant relationship between AT (β = -.387, p = .028), PBC (β = .332, p = .004), and SE (β = 1.541, p = .000) and character. H5c is supported by three behavioural factors (AT, PBC, and SE).
H5d: There is a significant relationship between behavioural factors on Confidence.
The is a significant relationship between AT (β = -.400, p = .037), PBC (β = .360, p = .004), and SE (β = 1.700, p = .000) confidence. H5d is supported by three behavioural factors (AT, PBC, and SE).
H5e: There is a significant relationship between behavioural factors on Caring There is a significant relationship between AT (β = -.404, p = .041), PU (β = -.511, p = .008), PBC (β = .356, p = .006), and SE (β = 1.717, p = .000) and caring. H5e is supported by four behavioural factors (AT, PU, PBC, and SE)
H5f: There is a significant relationship between behavioural factors on Contribution There is a significant relationship between PBC (β = .340, p = .003) and SE (β = 1.471, p = .000) and contribution. H5f is supported by two behavioural factors (PBC, SE)
The results revealed that attitude, perceived usefulness, and perceived behaviour control had a significant direct relationship with certain 6C's dimension of PYD. Self-efficacy was significantly and positively associated with all the 6C's dimension of PYD (Competence, Connection, Character, Confidence, Caring, and Contribution).
Bootstrapping approach was used in this study to examine possible mediation effect of gratification of ICT usage in relationship between ICT factors and behavioural factors and 6C's dimension of PYD. Bootstrapping method provides an estimation of the magnitude and significance of indirect effect. However, 5,000 bootstrap samples were required as recommended by Hayes (2009) and 95% confidence intervals (CI) for Bias-corrected option.
If the result shows a zero value is not between the lower and upper bound, the indirect effect is not significant.
H6: There is a significant relationship between ICT factors and 6C's dimension of PYD, mediated by gratification of ICT usage. Table 6 shows the Standardized Indirect Effect (SIE) of ICT factor on 6C's dimension of PYD through the mediation of gratification of ICT usage was not significant, which Competent (β = .000, p = .931), Connection (β = .003, p = .607), Character (β = -.008, p = .373), Confidence (β = -.004, p = .492), Caring (β = -.010, p = .182), Contribution (β = -.010, p = .264). Therefore H6 is not supported.
H7: There is a significant relationship between behavioural factors and 6C's dimension of PYD, mediated by gratification of ICT usage.
The findings revealed that the Standardized Indirect Effect (SIE) of behavioural factors (attitude, perceived usefulness, perceived ease of use, subjective norm, perceived behaviour control and self-efficacy) on 6C's dimension of PYD through the mediation of gratification of ICT usage in rural library among rural youth was not significant. Therefore H7 is not supported. This contradicted with previous study done by Joorabchi et al. (2013) , who reported gratification of Internet usage mediates the relationship between behaviour factors (attitude) and PYD.
DISCUSSIONS
Providing adequate ICT infrastructure and access to the rural community would affect users' satisfaction and leading to their positive behavioural outcome as reported by Bashir et al. (2011) . However, finding of this study shows otherwise. This is possibly because most rural residential areas nowadays have access to the Internet and the residents are equipped with their own ICT facilities at homes ). This might also be due to the existence of several programmes or activities conducted in rural libraries, apart from having ICT facilities, that might be useful in developing personal youth development amongst rural youth.
Positive attitude would lead to positive self-development in building good relationship among family members, friends and other people in the surroundings. Positive characters such as being a matured youth in handling tasks and solving problems, having confidence in facing communities and sense of caring towards others would create a better individual (Lerner 2004) . Omar et al. (2012) has also reported positive attitude as one of the factors related to rural library services that play an important role in creating better usage of the library. The negative correlation as reported from this study indicates that once youth's attitude towards ICT usage is positive, they might develop negative effects such as addiction and dependency on the Internet and social media as indicated by Munoz-Miralles et al. (2016) . This would have an impact on social communication, changes in character, less selfconfidence, and less sense of caring among family members.
In terms of perceived usefulness on ICT usage, there was a similar relationship between caring in PYD. Although the youth could share knowledge and feelings with others while they are surfing the websites and connecting via Facebook, the respondents do not perceive that using social networks was useful and could bring benefits to others. Yusliza et al. (2009) and Ramayah (2006) have proven that the level of ICT usage would be higher if the services were useful to them. The negative relationship in this study could be related to less sense of caring if someone has higher perceived usefulness on ICT usage such as being free to condemn, hack and immorally stalk others using social media tools. Meanwhile, the higher level of perceived ease of use of ICT in the rural library among the rural youth leads to a decrease in the contribution of PYD. This result somehow differs with Joorabchi, Hassan and Osman (2013) which reported that subjective norms have influenced on PYD in Competence, Connection, Character, Confidence, Caring, and Contribution. Subjective norms, which is similar to social influence, have shown that in PYD, rural youth nowadays tend to be more prepared and matured in making decision. They could clearly differentiate good and bad without the influence of family members, friends and their surroundings. This was supported by Lerner et al. (2005) , who described that youth would develop positively when their ecology encourages their positive outcomes such as community contribution and engaging citizenship. Lerner et al. (2005) also mentioned that once youth have mutual beneficial relations with their surroundings (people and institutions), they would be influenced positively in contribution (self, family, community, and civil society). However, although subjective norms were significantly approved in previous studies (Spencer 2000; Hildreth 2007 ) as contributors in influencing rural library services usage, the current study has demonstrated rural youth have less relation to the 6C's of PYD dimensions.
Perceived behaviour control is highly related to rural PYD, in terms of ICT usage. Indirectly the rules and regulations in rural library have disciplined the youth community to use ICT wisely. Although the level of perceived behaviour control is low, it is in positive relationships with PYD among rural youth community, which explained that rural youth are not fully depending on ICT like their urban counterparts. ICT facilities and services provided by rural libraries were not merely important in developing positive attitude among the youth. This corroborated with Omar et al. (2012) who reported that the main purpose of rural youth visit to the libraries was not because of the ICT facilities and services but to find reading materials and as a meeting or community gathering place. Several previous studies argued that ICT was the main motivation among rural youth to visit the libraries (McQuaid, Lindsay, and Greig 2004; Tenopir et al. 2009; Alexapolous, Koutsouris and Tzouramani 2010) .
Self-efficacy is a perception on one's ability to solve task and achieve goal (Sainz and Eccles 2012) . Digital competence, the ability to solve problems, the confidence in using technology, and leadership character are the positive impacts that were found to be correlated with selfefficacy towards PYD in the current study. This is in agreement with several other studies conducted (Yang and Cheng 2009; Devolder, van Braak, and Tondeur 2012; Hatlevik, Guðmundsdóttir and Loi 2014) that concluded rural youth have to be prepared in developing their inner strength towards positive level of self-efficacy to face challenges in the future.
Although Joorabchi, Hassan and Osman (2013) reported a positive mediation effect on gratification of Internet usage among urban youth that includes university students as the respondents, this is in contrast with the current study. One of the reasons is probably due to the different setting and surroundings taken place in the study. The rural community under investigation were not fully depending on the Internet in their daily task. They are still practicing casual conversation among friends and ask opinion from the elderlies and develop themselves through best practice reflected by their parents and teachers. Furthermore, when the youth communicate well and involve themselves in positive activities with the adults, these would positively impact their development, sustain adult-youth relationship, build skills, promote leadership abilities and strengthen ties in the communities (Eccles and Gootman 2002; Lerner 2004 ). In addition, such community based programmes would facilitate the growth and accentuate the youth strengths and at the same time enhanced the 6C's of PYD among rural youth community (Roth and Brooks-Gunn 2003) .
Although there were a few arguments among researchers from previous studies (McQuaid, Lindsay, and Greig 2004; Kuate 2008; Tenopir et al. 2009; Alexapolous, Koutsouris and Tzouramani 2010; Norshila, Masitah and Wan Nor Haliza 2011) that the main purpose of youth using rural library services is mainly for seeking information using computer and the Internet, but within the context of this study, gratification of ICT usage was not supported as mediating effect towards PYD among rural youth community. The information seeking behaviour which has significantly changed among youth (Tenopir et al. 2009 ) has not affected them when it comes to rural library as a place to access information sources. If they have preference to seek virtual information elsewhere, there are other options of information service platforms in rural areas, such as telecentres, wireless village services, cybercafés, Rural Internet Centres, Medan Infodesa and Community Broadband Centres which are available across the country ). These ICT centres may offer an alternative way for the rural youth to gain experience and skills in using ICT successfully which indirectly would have significance towards their PYD and search for livelihood as they transition into adulthood.
CONCLUSION
This research focuses on the gratification of ICT usage as mediating effect on PYD in rural library setting. Although the mediating variable was reported in previous studies to have a positive effect on the urban community, this study has evidence that the gratification of ICT usage as mediating effect in the rural community for PYD is insignificant. However, ICT services in rural library should be continued in the future to narrow the gap of digital divide among the rural community. This study has provided a better understanding on the factors that could influence PYD in rural areas. Consequently, intervention programmes to promote positive youth development in the lens of the 6C's dimensions (Competence, Connection, Character, Confidence, Caring and Contribution) could be embraced to reduce problematic behaviours among youth either in urban or rural areas.
For future research, this study could be carried out in a wider range of population taking consideration to use census sampling approach. Broadening the setting might result in getting different results and would be better in generalising the findings. Furthermore, apart from rural library as a place of ICT provisions, other telecentres in rural areas such as 1 Malaysia Internet Centre (PI1M) can be considered as the location to be studied.
Venkatesh, V., Morris, M.G., Davis, G.B., and Davis, F.D. (2003) . 
